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frank letter which Dr. Kichlew has sent for publication. '"Gandhi-
ism" referred to by Col Wedgwood is nothing but a return to truth
and simplicity. Truth must always be simple. And nothing that
is simple and truthful admits of violence, "Gandhi-ism" is a re-
vival of the old maxims which are common both to the East and
the West. "Live and let live" is what non-co-operation stands for.
The modern motto is hideous exclusiveness based upon violence.
Equality and Fraternity are mere lip-phrases and mutual intercourse
is not based on mutual love but is on mutual repulsion and con-
sequent preparedness to do violence. It is, however, too early yet
to talk of "Gandhi-ism". India has to stand the test and vindicate
the supremacy of non-violence over violence before the ideal can
be approximated.
A CORRECTION
In Young India of 2nd February I reproduced a letter from
Pandit Arjunlal Sethi's son regarding Pandit Sethi's treatment in
the jail.1 I have now learnt that the son was misinformed and that
no brandy or eggs were administered to Arjunlalji. He is reported
also to be properly fed and clothed. Whilst correspondents have
generally sent most accurate accounts, too much care can never be
exercised in transmitting news. Correspondents should always err
on the side of under-statement. Exaggeration not only discredits
us but it produces a contrary effect on the opponent, whereas
accuracy of statement brings home the guilt to the person accused,
whether he confesses it or not. I have invariably found that a truth-
ful exposure of wrong has always brought about some mitigation.
I have found also that exaggeration has generally increased its
intensity. Truth softens even an untruthful person. Untruth
can only harden him, for he is a stranger to truth.
RATHER FREE THAN SOBER
Just as I am writing these notes, my assistant puts into my
hand a cutting from the Leader containing the text of Pandit Gopi-
nath Kunzru's letter describing in the calmest manner possible
what befell him and his friend when they were purchasing in Agra
brandy from a liquor shop for outward application for a patient.
The volunteers would not allow them to take the brandy in spite
of all the assurances of bona fides given by Pandit Kunzru. This
is not only not non-violence but is unadulterated violence. Peace-
ful picketing does not mean that so long as no physical violence is
1 Vide "Notes", 2-2-1922, under the sub-title "Interference with Religious
Liberty".